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Andy Kaufman demands an apology from Jerry Lawler on national television for the 
injuries the wrestler inflicted on the comedian in their Memphis match four months 
ago. All he received from Lawler was a slap in the face. Host David Letterman had very 
little to say during this segment of his show. 


AST TIME WE reported to 
you about the Jerry Lawler- 
Andy Kaufman confrontation 
which took place April5, 1982, ina 
Knoxville, Tennessee, wrestling ring. 
Now we find ourselves updating 
the situation. 

During a taping of Late Night 
With David Letterman in New 
York, Kaufman asked Lawler to 
apologize for injuring his neck in 
that match. An argument ensued, 
and Lawler responded by slapping 
Kaufman and knocking him off his 
chair. Kaufman, in turn, threw a 


10 


cup of hot coffee in Lawler's face 
and reeled off a long string of 
obscenities that had to be censored 

It was the first time that the two 
men had been together since April 
5. Kaufman has stated that he will 
file a lawsuit as a result of 
the incident. 


Bad Leroy Brown is really bad. 

Now sporting a white beard and 
an earring in one ear, Brown has 
entered the Mid-Atlantic area as 


Bad Leroy Brown is back with manager Sir 
Oliver Humperdink for the second time 
in his career 





the latest addition to the despicable 
House of Humperdink, 

“It won't be long before I take 
over the entire Mid-Atlantic 
says Humperdink, “and 
roy Brown is going to help 
My men will take over 
every championship the area has, 
we will roll over every contender, 
and we will establish a presence 
here that will never be broken.” 
Humperdink also manages 
inja, Gene Anderson, and Ivan 
Koloff. 
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Paul Orndorff has retired the 
Georgia National heavyweight 
championship. 

Speaking at a press conference 
following a title match between 
himself and Ric Flair, Orndorff 
explained the reasoning behind 
his actions. 

“I knew that if I went into the 
match with Rie Flair with a 
Georgia belt around my waist, 1 

(Continued on page 52) 


SUPER STAR 
INTERVIEW, 


BRAD ARMSTRONG 


HEN BRAD ARMSTRONG to argue during wrestling 
found himself in contention practice sessions, He would 
for NWA Rookie of the Year tell me to try one counter- 
honors, he suddenly found himself { move, and I would want to try 
in pursuit of a family legacy: His f another one. It was sort of a 
father Bob had won the award in f generation gap that was 
his rookie year in 1968, and for E limited to the squared circle 
Brad to achieve this goal would not = Who would you finally listen 
only make the family proud, it to, yourself or your father? 
would also be the very first father- Well, it would sort of come 
son combination in history to out being a combination of 
achieve that highly coveted honor. both. I would take his advice, 
Brad did win the Rookie of the because he has the experience 
Year award, and Bill Apter and the knowledge, but I 
appeared on the nationally А would never resist adding a bit 
televised "Georgia Championship. of my own ideas to the things 
Wrestling" to congratulate him. ee that he taught me. You know, 
Apter spoke with Brad following 1 know how my father felt, the for fans who are wondering 
the broadcast of that program fact that I've won this award how a wrestler develops his 
has brought the two of us own style, that’s really 
INTERVIEW CONDUCTED closer together. the key right there, You take 
BY BILL APTER How so? the basic skills that someone 
Well, we've always been close, has taught you, in this case 
Brad, I would first like to you know. He would teach me my father, and you add your 
congratulate you on the certain moves and maneuvers. own ideas to that. You adapt 
Rookie of the Year award. It’s hard to have a wrestler for that basic skill and the 
Thanks, Bill. It’s really quite a father and not grow up to knowledge that goes with it 
a proud day in my life, and I have an interest in the sport, to your own particular 
hardly know what to say. and to at least become a good attitude and your own 
Well, I suppose you know amateur wrestler. But when 1 physical makeup. 
how your father felt when he ‘decided to turn pro, he really Q: So that's how you developed 
received the award. offered me a lot of help. But your style, by building on 
Absolutely, and I'm looking like any kid, 1 always want to what your father taught you? 
forward to bringing the. do it on my own, I always : Exactly. And when I won 
trophy on home and placing it want to try my own ideas. that Rookie of the Year 
right alongside my father’s Would this ever cause award, it was sat 
trophy on the mantlepiece. troubles between you two? both of us. It was in one way 
It's great, because not onlydo A: Not real serious, but we used (Continued on page 54) 








Round Table Discussion 





WRESTLING’S MANAGERS 
ANSWER THE FANS’ 
TOUGHEST QUESTIONS 


ODERN TECHNOLOGY 

CAN be amazing. You 
have three people in three 
different areas of the country 
who want to talk with each other 
at the same time? All you do is 
set up what is called a 
"conference call,” and you can 
link up as many callers as you 
like over one phone line, kind of 
like a party line. 

Recently, WRESTLING 
SUPERSTARS brought together 
11 of wrestling's top managers 
in this manner for a rare 
discussion of the sport's top 
three champions: Bob Backlund 
of the WWE, Nick Bockwinkel of 
the AWA, and Ric Flair of 
the NWA 


Participating in the conference 
were: Captain Lou Albano, 
Arnold Skoaland, Sir Oliver 
Humperdink, The Grand Wizard, 
Bobby Heenan, Sonny King. 
Fred Blassie, Gary Hart, Jimmy 
Hart, J.J. Dillon, and Don 
Carson. Moderating for 
WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 
magazine was Editor-in-Chief 
Peter King. 


PETER KING: What | would like 
to do is perhaps take each 
champion one at a time and find 
out what your opinions of 
him are 

HEENAN: Great, let's start off 
with Nick. After all, he is the 
brightest and most capable of 


DON CARSON 


the three champions. 
SKOALAND: That's your 
opinion, you weasel, but | 
wouldnt expect much more 
considering that you're always 
running into the ring andgetting 
Bockwinkel disqualified so he 
can keep his title. 

WIZARD: Hey, Skoaland, don't 
be jumping on Heenan so 
quickly. Let's not forget that you 
were the one who hit my Sgt. 
Slaughter with a chair to keep 
him from taking the belt away 
from Backlund. How much 
respect do you think that brings 
to the title? 

SONNY KING: | agree. A 
manager should do his work in 
the preparation of his men for 
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LOU ALBANO 
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The Grand Wizard brought up the incident that occurred in 1980 in which Arnold 
Skoaland attacked the Wizard s former charge Sgt. Slaughter from behind with a chair 
as he wrestled Bob Backlund. He neglected to note, however, that Slaughter first 


shoved Skoaland. 


the ring; he shouldn't get 
involved in the matches 
themselves. 


CARSON: Sorry, Sonny, you 
don't know what you're talking 
about. If your man is being 


abused by his opponent and the 
referee isn't paying attention to 
what's going on, you have to 
take some sort of action. 

right. A 


DILLON: That's 





-E 
ARNOLD SKOALAND 





manager has to take an active 
interest in the man he's 
managing, or else he isn't worth 
the ink on his contract 

PETER KING: Gentlemen, 
we're getting off the track. We're 
here to discuss the champions 


themselves, not management 
strategy. 
HUMPERDINK: Excuse me, 


Peter, but you have to under- 


S = у 
SIR OLIVER HUMPERDINK 








stand that in order to discuss the 
champions, you have to examine 
the strategies that support those 
champions. Now Ric Flair 
doesn't have a manager and he 
never has, so his strategy comes 
from himself. But in the case of 
Bockwinkel, you have to look at 
what Heenan does, and the 
same goes for Backlund and 

(Continued on page 56) 


BOBBY HEENAN 
' 25 
































Using a devastating flying face chopper, 
Valentine tortures Wahoo McDaniel. This 
is just one of the terrifying maneuvers 


used by the ruthless blond terror. 
ERTAIN WRESTLERS 
GAIN a mystique which is not 
rooted in reality. This mystique 


them to intimid 
hes whi 





enables 
opponents and win n 
if all things were even, they might 

ally 









lose. Such a mystique is g 
rooted upon ruthlessness 
In the case of G 
vs. the Wresi 
he 





savagery 
Valentine 
Community of Am. 
plead guilty to all charges 

Valentine combines succes: 
viciousness in one brut 
combination. He has often 


declared with characteristic 
the most 











egotism that he is 
successful rulebreaker of his time. 
ight intothe 





He is proud of ít, a 
warped mentality of this man. 






GREG 
VALENT 


From the sheen of his golden locks 
to the tip of his black boots, Greg 
Valentine Is a package of dynamite 
ready to explode against any and 
all opponents. Can anyone put a 


Stop to his vicious beatings? 
Does anyone dare? 


Don't think Greg isn't a fine wrestler. 
Note what an expert suplex he applies оп 
former NWA champion Jack Brisco. 
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Even when the going gets extra rough. 
don't think Greg Valentine will back down. 
Paul Jones learns that here. 


This despicable attitude comes 
naturally to Greg. He is from one 
of wrestling’s more vulgar families 
His older brother Johnny was one 
of the most vicious men to ever 
wrestle. Younger brother Dale, а 
recent entry into pro wrestling, 
displays the same sort of Valentine 
meanness popularized by his 
brothers. Thus, the surprise would 
be if Greg were anything but the 
malevolent stinker that he is. 

Unfortunately, a number of his 
boasts must be acknowledged as 
truth. With a qualification. He is 
quite successful. He was once 
NWA tag team co-titlist with Ric 
Flair, another man who has 
brought shame to the sport. They 
instituted deliberate maneuvers to 
cripple their opponents, They were 
in control 

That reign was ended when 
NWA officials, horrified at the 
‘obscene excesses these men went to, 
stripped them of their title 

“How can they do that to те, 
those ugly worms,” Valentine had 

xploded. “We a 
one hasa right to take the belt away 
from us without a fair fight. Let 
those crummy commissioners meet 








champs and no 





me and Ric in an alley and we'll see 
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who's champ." 

That is the qualification. Success 
can only be maintained when the 
instruments used for its 
perpetuation are accepted by a 
majority of the wrestling 
community. Officials, fans, 
promoters and other wrestlers are 
appalled at what Valentine does. 
‘Thus he can retain a title only until 
common sense and human decency 
provoke officials into stripping 
him of the belt. 

Valentine then went to 
California, where he enjoyed a 
large measure of success. However, 
pressure again built upon officials 
to have him banned even though he 
didn't win a belt. Thank God for 
that, because Valentine pledged to 
defend his belt with a machine gun 
if he needed to. 

“No one will ever take a belt 
away from me again,” Greg vowed. 
“Pil kil any son-of- who 
tries. 














Right: The flying skullcrusher is Greg's 
pet weapon. After weakening his 
opponent, Greg applies the finishing 
touches. Below. A T-Shirt Greg had 
custom made after he broke Wahoo 
McDaniel's leg. 


The flying atomic skullerusher is 
Valentine's 
His thick, pointed elbow comes ring. He was finally disqualified by 
crashing down upon his the referee, who was hiding behind 
opponents head, often rendering а security guard at ringside. 
the foe unconscious within a few “Other guys have fans rooting 
moments. Valentine enjoys using for them so I use bats. There's no 
this move, but has often expressed difference,” Valentine explained 
disappointment when his his bizarre logic. “Fans help a guy 
opponents collapse. by rooting for him and giving him 

"That ain't no fun. I don't want more confidence. No one roots for 
them to pass out. Iwanttoseethem me because they're all a bunch of 
bleeeeed, baby. BLEED. That’smy old sock sweat (Editor's Note: We 
favorite part of wrestling. couldn't print what he really said) 

To further this sickening craving, I need something to equalize the 
Valentine has brought horrific matter so I bring something in. 
foreign substances into the ring. Can't anyone say something about 

On more than one occasion my ingenuity?” 
Valentine has carted a baseballbat Something could be said, but 
into the ring to further his that can't be printed cither. 
despicable maiming attempts. — AsifValentine'sterrible conduct 
Another time he was handedasteel- isn't bad enough, he has often 
spiked club by one of his diseased leaped into the stands and attacked 
admirers and Valentine promptly hecklers. One such woman, 53- 
chased his opponent around the year-old Charlotte Banks of 


orite torture devise. 



























Richmond, Virginia, explains 

“He's disgusting. All my children 
and grandchildren hate him. I was 
booing him because he was beating 
on Tim “Mr. Wrestling” Woods. 1 
was upset. Valentine jumped over 
the ropes and started chasing me 
down the aisle. I tell you, I was 
never so scared in all my days as 1 
was that night.” 

No one 
Valentine. Whenever a writer 
describes one of his 
maneuvers, that writer is likely to 
receive a threatening phone call 
Sometimes more. 











seems safe from 


malicious 








1 was sitting at my desk,” said 
Moe Lipschitz, a sports writer fora 
California daily, “just typing away 
and the mail-clerk brings up this 
huge package, all neatly wrapped 
1 quickly open it and am struck 
by the stench emanating from the 
package. I open up another paper 
and inside is a lump of garbage 
Protruding out of the middle of 
this crap is a note from Valentine. 

“Dear Moe: This is what I think 
Accept this gift as an 
expression of my feelings about 
you and your writing. I won't beso 
nice next time." 




















of you 





Carrying à bat into the ring is something 
Greg will do (left). Choi Sun tries to 
escape from Greg's cruelty. Paul Jones 
tries to tie Greg up in the corner (above), 
but a skullcrusher stops that. 














"Did you ever?" Lipschitz 
aimed disbelievingly 
There have been repeated 





attempts to do something about 
Gr Attempts to get 
him banned have failed, usually 
because commissioners were afraid 
of reprisals. Attempts to keep him 
introducing deadly 
substances in the ring also fail, 
primarily because his sick admirers 
always find a way to smuggle them 
into the arena 

Then what can be done about 
this blond terror? Is the wrestling 
helpless before 
disgusting rampages? Can decency 
not triumph over this despicable 
man? 

Maybe this is hope. At this 
moment, former Sports Review 
editor Michael B. Каре, now 
president of the Institute for 
Fairness in Wrestling, is working 
on a way to get rid of Greg 
Valentine. 

Let us all hope he is 
successful a 
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g Valentine. 
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AT HOME 
WITH 
TERRY FUNK 


By Bill Apter 


ERRY FUNK HAD been on 
the road for over a month 
Tours of Florida, Japan, and 
Puerto Rico provided many 
memories of many opponents, 
and an equal number of aches 
and pains. Life on the road is 
the toughest kind of life there is, 
and when there is a break in the 
action all you want to do is relax. 
For some wrestlers, relaxation 
means training: Physical 
conditioning in the gym, the 
rigors of constant training, and 
the sounds of the weight 


machines are the stuff of which 
a "vacation" may be made. 

Other mat stars like to 
continue to travel, though they 
don't wrestle. They find that 
going back on the road without 
having to step into that ring can 
be very relaxing. 

Still other grapplers go right 
back on the road and wrestle, 
finding that the only solution toa 
break in the action is a return to 
even more action. 

1 just like to go home and 
relax with the family," said 





It's off to pick up some horse feed as 
Terry and his dog ОГ Joe head to town 
(above). Terry prepares to take his tractor 
onto his 350-acre farm and do some 
work (below). 


ma 


It is very easy to assume that a wrestler would be the same 
kind of man at home as he is in the ring. Former NWA 
champion Terry Funk, however, will shatter all of your 
preconceptions about a wrestler's private life as he 
welcomes you into the Texas ranch he calls home 

















former NWA champion Terry 
Funk. "Six weeks on the road 
can take a lot out of a guy, and it 
sure takes a lot out of me. I just 
like to come back to the ranch, 
flop around, and get my energy 
back. It's always like filling the 
tank up with gas when | come 
back home." 

The ranch that Funkcalls home 
spans 350 beautiful acres on the 
outskirts of Amarillo, Texas. 
Terry lives with his wife, Vicki, 
and his two daughters, Stacy, 
14, and Blue, 10. 

“We've got horses, cattle, and 
of course this old baby," said 
Funk as he patted the steering 
wheel of the tractor we were 
riding. The view along the 
horizon was dotted with farm 
animals and silos. Funk's 
farmhouse seemed to be the 
only habitable structure for 
hundreds of miles, even though 
downtown Amarillo is only 
about 10 minutes away by car. 
The sense of peace one feels by 











D oc IE | 
Terry's daughters, 10-year-old Blue and 14-year-old Stacy (above), are champion 
rodeo riders. Away from the rigors of the mat wars, Terry relaxes in his living room 
(below), beautifully designed by his wife, Vicki. 











Stacy and Terry prepare to groom Lightning, Stacy s prizewinning horse (above). In a 
ew hours, Stacy would compete in a divisional Texas state competition. Terry 
received this 12 gauge, double-barrel, Winchester Special Edition rifle as а gift from 
Sylvester Stallone after the filming of "Paradise Alley" (below). Terry has a strong 
interest in acting and scriptwriting, 











seeming to be in the middle of 
nothing but farmland is 
profound. 

"There's a lot more to life than 
wrestling,” said Terry as we 
rode toward his farmhouse. “It’s 
great to get away once in a 
while, and this sure is the place 
to forget about wrestling! " 

Terry wasn't kidding. | wasn't 
there for more than an hour 
before 1 had forgotten all about 
the mat wars, the constant 
feuds, the injuries. Only Terry's 
pointing out that fact had made 
me realize how much | had been 
getting swept up in the spirit of 
country farmlife. 

Back in the farmhouse we sat 
down to talk for awhile. Myself, 
Terry, and his wife, Vicki. Stacy 
and Blue ran in and out of the 
living room every once in a 
while. Terry was giving me the 
grand tour, pointing out favorite 
photos and mementos on 
the walls. 

"Here's a shot of Stacy riding 

Continued on page 62) 








CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO: "My 
man Jimmy Snuka, the superb 
Superfly, is not through with his 
explosion in the WWF by any 
stretch of your imagination, 
brothers, because he is going to be 
all over Backlund once again, and 
he's going to be destroying Pedro 
Morales hold on the Inter- 
continental title at the same time. 
The Superfly has just begun 





CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO 





JERRY 


JERRY LAWLER: “I'm glad 
about what [did to Andy Kaufman. 
The guy was making fun of 
wrestling, he was making fun of the 
sport at which I make my living, 
and he deserved what he had 
coming to him. He's a wimp, plain 
and simple. I mean, he’s so dumb, 
a mind reader would only charge 
him half price. He says he’s going 
to sue me for what I did to him on 
network TV. Well, let him sue. 
He'll never wi 








LAWLER 





WAHOO McDANIEL: “I 
shudder every time I see that 
maniac Sgt. Slaughter wearing the 
USS. title belt. He is supposed tobe 
a champion, and a champion is 
supposed to represent the people 
The USS. title is a very important 
one, and Slaughter doesn't realize 
how important it is. That's why I 
will never give up until that belt has 
been taken away from him.” 


(Continued on page 64) 
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Exclusive Coverage 





THE GREATEST 
CARD IN 


WRESTLING HISTORY 


"HE WRESTLING COMMU. 

ITY had been anticipating this 
event ever since initial rumors of- 
fered the slightest hope of the 
extravagana actually happening 

It was a wrestling card that 
would make history: the main 
event being a title vs. title match 
between NWA champion Ric 
Flair and WWF titleholder Bob 
Backlund. 

The undercard was comprised 
of matches that, in any other case, 
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would be main events them- 
selves: Mr. Wrestling I! vs, Masked 
Superstar, Dusty Rhodes vs. Mag- 


nificent Muraco, and тапу 
others. 
"This is the most incredible 


group of matches I’ve ever seen,” 
said Allen Patterson, a wrestling 
fan who was standing on line to 
buy a ticket to get into the Omni 
that night in Atlanta. “I have 
never seen a card like this in my 
life, and 1 think it will be a long. 
PHOTOS BY BILL APTER 








time before any ‘card anywhere 
even comes close to this one. 

"It's an event 1 wouldn't miss 
for anything," Patterson added, 
smiling as he presented his ticket 
to the guard at the front gate. 

Wrestling Superstars is priv- 
ileged to have been on hand for 
this historic occasion, and we are 
happy to be able to present to our 
readers exclusive coverage of 
what truly was the greatest card in 
wrestling history. 





Above: As any wrestler can attest, the pain involved in escaping the figure-four leglock 
is far greater than that of the original application of the hold. Backlund suffers the 
pain, but once he is out of the lock, he is out of danger. Below: Backlund slithers out of 
Flair's half-nelson. 





HE MOST EXCEPTIONAL 
Тее contests ever held 
have been champion vs, cham 
pion confrontations. 

Backlund vs. Flair was no 
exception. 

Not only were two of the best 
wrestlers in the entire world 
going to clash in the ring, there 
was also the question of federa. 
tion pride involved; bragging 
rights, as it were. 

Should Backlund win the 
match, it would be considered a 
major victory for the WWF, par- 
ticularly since the battle was tak 
ing place on Flairs home turf. 
Nevertheless, the NWA was look: 
ing to score points over the WWF 
for the hometown crowd. 

The match began very tenta- 
tively. Backlund and Flair stalked 
each other as if they were a pair 
of panthers searching for a weak 
spot at which to strike. 

Neither man could afford to 
make a mistake. With the total 
experience that was represented 
between these two men, there 
was a collective power in the ring 
which could have annihilated 
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‘Above: Backlund maneuvers Flair to the 
canvas from behind. Right: Backlund’s 
attempt to fall back and spring Flair 
backward into the ropes is foiled when 
the NWA champ grabs his legs. Below: 
Flair ensnares Backlund in a skull 


crushing headlock. 


either one should an error be 
made. 

The early minutes of the 
match proved to be highly scien- 
tific. Flair and Backlund traded 
various maneuvers and each was 
reversed by an appropriate coun- 
termaneuver. 

Expertise was the order of the 
day, and neither man was able to. 
gain any sort of a clear advan- 
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tage. As soon as one man suc 
ceeded in making any headway 
the other champion would quick- 
ly eliminate his margin. 

After trading scientific holds 
for a while, Flair seemed to 
become annoyed at the fact that 
he wasn’t able to outwrestle his 
opponent. He began to pick up 
the pace, mixing in a touch of 
brawling with the calculated sci- 
entific style he had been utiliz 
ng 

Backlund, always willing to 
match the aggressiveness of his 
opponent, also picked up the 
pace. The action soon spilled out 
of the ring, and both men were 
counted out 

The lack of a definite conclu- 
sion to this battle of the cham- 
pions has left 
rematch. Both Backlund and 
Flair have been quoted as saying. 
that they would welcome the 
opportunity to step into the ring. 
with each other once again, but 
definite plans for another cham- 
pion vs. champion match have 
not been made. 





way open for a 








Above: In spite of the fatigue he shows as he tries to work Flair to the mat from the 
referee's position, Backlund would not deviate from his scientific game plan. Below: 
Flair's full-nelson puts severe pressure on Backlund s neck. Left: A monkeyflip carries 
the NWA champion to the middle of the ring. 











HERE WAS A time, not long 
ыу when Paul Orndorff 
and Superfly Jimmy Snuka were 
partners. More than partners 
they were champions. NWA tag 
team champions, to be prec 

Now they are bitter ener 

This is neither the t 
the place to examine the rea 
sons why. Suffice to say that 












nor 





their hatred for each other potential, the notion that all of 
brought Snuka' and Orndorff this was ultimately unneces- 








together in Atlanta. sary, the hope that someday 
Itis always asadeventtowit- their differences could be 
ness two former friends bai reconciled 

as if they were lifelong enemies, Someday, perhaps, but it 
but that was the impression one ^ didn't happen soon enough 


received upon seeing Snuka and to prevent their collision. in 
Orndorff wrestling each other. Atlanta. 
There was a sense of wasted 





Left: Orndorff shocked everyone by continuing after being hit 
with Snuka's death leap. Above: Orndorff's armdrag brings 
Snuka down hard. Below: Snuka had little trouble pushing his 


way out of the Superfly's headlock. Below left: Orndorff was 
declared the winner when Buzz Sawyer interfered on 
Snukz's behalf. 


JOHN STUDD US. 





T WAS A double-dose of sad- 
s in the form of former tag 
team partners 

other. 

First it was Paul Orndorff vs. 
Jimmy Snuka. Then the fans were 
forced to witness a battle be- 
tween two other men who had 
been the best of friends at one 
time and have, too, become mor- 
tal enemies 

Big John Studd 
against Bad Leroy Brown in a 
atch that lasted a six 
minutes, but which eradicated 
years of friendship and partner- 
ship 

Fans in Atlanta were highly 
split in their opinions of this un 
fortunate confrontation 
there were many who vocally ex 
pressed their deep disappoint- 
that a strong friendship 
could come to such a shocking 
and severe end. 

Nevertheless, it was Bad Leroy 
Brown who drew the most sup 
port in the match as the fans 
cheered him on in this brutal 
Texas Death Match. 


wrestling each 


went up 





mere 


and 


ment 





BAD LEROY BROWN 
































Above left: A very good portion of the match occurred on the arena floor. Above right: 
‘An enormously strong Studd lifts Brown for a bodyslam. Below right: A handful of hair 


holds Studd in place for Brown's big right hand. Below left: Brown's flight is a little 
off-course. Later, Leroy was awarded the victory despite a vehement protest from 
Studd, who claimed he was fit to continue. 





SUPER DESTROYER US. TOM PRITCHARD 


UPER DESTROYER DOESN'T 
Site Tom Pritchard. Never 
has. He considers Pritchard a 
thorn in his side, a spoiler. Every 
time Super Destroyer has a main 
event match scheduled, it always 
seems to work out that he’s 
scheduled to wrestle Pritchard 
the night before, 

Tom Pritchard is a very cap- 
able young wrestler. A bit inexpe- 
rienced perhaps, but a man who 
can provide even the best wres- 
tlers in the world with a signifi 
cant problem. 


Left: Tom Pritchard armdrags Super Destroyer to the canvas just moments after the 


opening bell. Above left: Pritchard's monkeyflip will send Super D spinning to the 
mat again. Above right: Super Destroyer, eyes closed and fist clenched, tries to find an 
escape from Pritchard's hammerlock. Below right: Pritchard catches his masked 
opponent coming off the ropes and will soon bodyslam him. Below left: A weakened 
Pritchard can't escape Super Destroyer's figure-four armbar. 





Super Destroyer said he had 
been haunted long enough by 
Pritchard. He demanded to wres- 
tle Pritchard on this card. He 
wanted Pritchard in a main-event 
caliber match, where thousands 
could witness his destruction 

Super Destroyer got only half 
his wish. He got his match with 
Pritchard, but he certainly did 
not destroy him, In fact, Pritch: 
ard controlled a good portion of 
the match. When it comes to il. 
legal tactics, however, few can 
top Super Destroyer. He de 
feated Pritchard in just over 11 
minutes, but what did he prove? 
That he is a good cheater? Tom 
Pritchard has nothing to be 
ashamed of. 
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DUSTY RHODES US. MAGNIFICENT MURACO 


HE BATTLE BETWEEN the 
American Dream and Magnif- 
icent Muraco was over in 49 sec- 
onds, but there was enough 
action to fill an hour-long Texas 
Death Match 
Muraco pulled a foreign 
object out of his trunks, knocking 
Dusty out and pinning him 
When Tommy Rich ran in the ring 
to protest, Muraco attacked him 


as well. 
As both Rhodes and Rich lay 
nearly unconscious on the mat, 
Muraco completed his desecra- 
tion of the rulebook by perform- 
ing a devastating kneedrop to 
both of them. 
Because of this 
Rich was unable to wrestle as 
Ivan Putski's tag team partner in 
a scheduled match against Ole 


altercation, 





Anderson and Stan Hansen. (Tom 
Prichard was chosen as Wildfire's 
replacement.) 

There is no doubt that this 
match, with Muraco acting as an 
agent of Roddy Piper and Rhodes 
being a close friend of Rich, will 
add fuel to the fire already burn- 
ing in Atlanta and the entire 
Georgia wrestling scene. 


Above left: Rhodes’ quick start would suddenly be brought to a halt. Above right: 
Muraco knocks the Dream unconscious with an unidentified foreign object. Below 
left: Tommy Rich fails to be of much help. Below right: Muraco's leap from the top rope 


rendered Rich unconscious and forced him out of his scheduled match. 





MR. WRESTLING 11 US. MASKED SUPERSTAR 


Top left: Masked Superstar fires out of a test of strength with an elbow smash to Mr. 
Wrestling II's face. Left: Superstar appears to be reaching for help as Il applies 
pressure to a side chinlock. Above: Superstar has intentions of placing II on the 
turnbuckles in order to superplex him, but the masked veteran blocks the maneuver. 
m Below: Wrestling II is stomped from the ring by an enraged Superstar. Superstar won 
Wi: IEN THE HISTORY of the match when he loaded his mask with a foreign object. 





masked wrestling 





ten, Mr. Wrestlin 


be one of the key figure 


II will surely 











world because of his tremendous 


respect for the sport and his 






less sportsmanship both in an out 
of the ring, Mr. Wre has 
always upheld the timeless honor 
and traditi 
tling 
Masked Superstar, on the 
other hand, feels no such ob 


s of masked wres- 








tions toward his chosen profes 
sion. 

More often than not, they face 
each other from opposite ends of 
the interview 

This nigh 
them each backing ‘up 
words with actions as these mi 


microphone. 





however, fc 








bitter of masked rivals w 
war. 


42 


























Former WWF tag team champions the 
Samoans got their chance to wrestle the 
Georgia National belts from the 
Freebirds. The Samoans won the match. 
although the Freebirds retained their 
belts. Above: Terry Gordy twists Afa's 
arm in early action. Above right: Sika 
delivers a hard blow to Michael 
Hayes’ back. 














HEN MICHAEL HAYES and 

Terry Gordy reunited and 
brought the Fabulous Freebirds 
back to Georgia, wrestling fans in 
that state knew that it would be 
only a matter of time before they 









Above left: Terry Gordy rolls out of the way as Afa comes hurtling down from the top 
rope. Above right: Michael Hayes’ long blond hair proves to be a drawback. Below: 
would once again wear the Geor- — Both Samoans double-team Terry Gordy. The Samoans’ manager. Sonny King, vows to 
gia National tag team belts drive the Freebirds from Georgia before the end of the year. 

around their waists 

When the Freebirds defeated 
then-champions Super Destroyer 
and John Studd, their quest for 
regaining the belts was realized. 
Yet upon becoming champions 
they also became defenders 
Every team wants a shot at the 
titleholders, and to be cham. 
pions worthy of the name, they 
must defend against all comers 

Enter the Samoans. 

Sonny King’s vicious tag team 
of Afa and Sika came to Georgia 
and quickly became the top con: 
tenders for the Freebirds’ belts. 
They didn’t win the title that 
night in Atlanta, but as you can 
see by the photos on these p 
it wasn’t for lack of trying 
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MR. SAITO VS. KEVIN SULLIVAN 





ROM THE MOMENT Mr. 

Saito arrived in Georgia, he 
just didn't seem to be himself. He 
appeared lost without the com- 
panionship of his WWF tag team 
championship partner Mr. Fuji 
and his manager Lou ,Albano. 
Saito spoke only briefly with his 
fellow wrestlers before his match 
with Kevin Sullivan. And after, he 
spoke to no one 

Saito outwrestled 
upset by Sullivan in a 
minute match that showed Saito 
at his worst and Sullivan at his 
best. 

Saito started strongly, display 
ing the moves that brought him 
to the Olympics as an amateur in 
Japan. But by the 








was and 


seven- 





five-minute 





mark, Sullivan had taken over 
completely. Saito, who has wres- 
tled almost exclusively in tag 
team matches for the last few 
years, didn't have the stamina to 
keep up with the perfectly condi. 





tioned Sullivan. 

Sullivan sensed Saito's fatigue 
and opened up his attack without 
any fear that his opponent would 
be able to stage a comeback. He 
didn't. 





fi 


Left: Saito catches Sullivan in a modified chicken wing, usually an inescapable 
submission hold. Above: Saito looks surprised as Sullivan escapes the hold. Notice 
the look of astonishment on referee Scrappy McGowan's face. Below: A knee to the 


head has Sullian writhing in agony. Below left: Sullivan takes Saito to the mat and 
applies pressure to a wristlock, Sullivan turned back the Japanese's challenge in 7:02. 























ANDERSON & HANSEN US. PUTSKI & PRITCHARD 








HE LAST MATCH of the eve- 
ning saw four great stars in 
action as NWA tag team cham 
pions Ole Anderson and Stan 
Hansen took on challengers Ivan 
Putski and Tom Pritchard 

It was a last-minute collabora 
tion between Putski and Pritch- 
ard which produced a strategy 
that kept them in the ring long 
enough to claim victory when 
Anderson and Hansen were dis 
qualified 

Putski's original partner was to 
be Tommy Rich, but Wildfire had 



















Left: Putski sends a rapid series of blows to the top of Hansen's head. Above: Hansen 
whips Pritchard into the ropes and backdrops him on the rebound. Below: Anderson 
throws Pritchard to the canvas by his hair. 





to bow out of the match when he 
was injured during the Dusty 
Rhodes-Magnificent Muraco con- 
| frontation (see page 41) 
Atlanta fans had nothing but 
catcalls for the NWA champions 
during the match, and many felt 
that they should have been dis 
qualified long before the nine 
minute mark at which the referee 
finally stopped the match 
Nevertheless, Anderson and 
Hansen are the champions, and 
they remain smug with the 
knowledge that they continu 
wear the championship belts 











to 














T WAS A challenge Dusty 

Rhodes couldn't refuse, but it 
meant he would have to make 
one tough decision 

“1 knew I needed a real mean 
partner, someone tough, not 
afraid to brawl, but basically a 
scientific wrestler. Now, 
friends, you all know who that 
dude happens to be. 

“But I didn'tthink | could do it. 
Not after all the brawls we've 
had.” 

That "dude" was Terry Funk. 
The “challenge” was issued by 
the Spoilers, who dared Dusty 
to find a partner and wrestle 
them 

“They called me every bad 
name under the sun and | don't 
take kindly to names like that," 
Dusty said. "So | knew who | 
had to call on. And believe me, | 
was surprised at his response." 

“I get this call one afternoon 
and the absolute last voice | 
expected on the other side of 
the line was Dusty Rhodes," 
Terry recalled laughingly. “Our 
bouts are famous for their 
violence. 

"And | didn't think we were 
ever friends. | didn't think we 





could ever wrestle as a team. 
But Dusty was kinda per- 
Suasive. Besides, | hate the 
Spoiler." 

So out of necessity, 
wrestling's most impassioned 
ITUR cTedi dec a 
If you can count 

on one thing in 
wrestling, it's the 

sport's 
unpredictability. 

People who once 
said,’’Dusty Rhodes 
and Terry Funk will 

form a tag team 
when Hell freezes 

over" are now 

planning to be 
buried in 
overcoats! 


ee са 
rivals forged a tag team. 

“Of all the opponents I've ever 
faced, Terry Funk is the 
toughest, far and away the one 
guy who has pushed me to the 
brink on more than one 


Their battle against the Spoilers now a thing of the past, Dusty Rhodes and Terry Funk 
share bloody glory. Will they team again or will they again battle as enemies? 


PHOTOS BY JERRY. PRATER 















occasion," Dusty has often said. 

But could these two rivals 
work together? When Terry 
held the NWA belt, his fiercest 
challenger was Rhodes. Sure, 
their bouts were brutal, but 
wrestlers can have bouts 
without disliking their 
opponents. Not so with these 
two men. 

“I hate that Rhodes,” Funk 
said after one especially savage 
match. 

"They oughta form a posse 
and take the belt from that 
worthless coward,” Dusty had 
said. 

This match contained more 
than the usual interest for the 
wrestling community. It was a 
test of character. It would prove 
whether Dusty Rhodes and Terry 
Funk were larger than their 
mutual contempt. 

A partnership between two 
men with a common dislike is a 
precarious relationship 
Especialy when one brief 
hesitation could lead to disaster 
for a suddenly battered partner. 

Two moments during the 
match illustrate the naturé of 

Continued on following page 
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Teamwork comes in handy (above) but the 
two don't fare too well (below) during the 
duration of the match. 





this unusual tag team. 

Dusty was grappling with 
Spoiler Il when Spoiler I leaped 
into the fracas. Dusty caught 
the attention of the referee and 
Spoiler was forced back out of 
the ring. But Dusty had suffered 
a beating. He needed rest. He 
reached his hand out to Terry 

Funk looked at it, paused then 
tagged Dusty and replaced him 

"| didn't hesitate," Funk 
insisted later. 

And later in the match, almost 
an exact replica of that incident, 
this time with Terry the victim of 
a Spoiler twin-mugging. And 
Terry reached out his hand for 
help. And Dusty deliberated 
Finally, he helped his partner. 

Their hesitance is explain- 
able. They would not desert a 








Funk is a bloody mess as Spoiler prepares to use his deadly clawhold on him. Moments 
after this photo was taken, Rhodes ran into the ring and got Terry out of trouble. 


partner, essentially because 
that runs counter to their 
inherently decent nature. 

But neither could they ignore 
the dislike aroused by the sight 
of their “partner.” Thus, for this 
night, at least, they were willing 
to put aside differences for a 
common cause, the destruction 
of the Spoilers. 

The tension remains and 
neither man will discount it. 

"Rhodes isn't a bad partner, 





Terry said. "He's kinda slow and 
he hasn't really developed a 
killer maneuver. The bionic 
elbow isn't impressive." 

It's not easy being the guy to 
carry the team," Rhodes 
sneered. "He's not even close to 
being the wrestler he once was, 
and he wasn't much then." 

The feeling persists that next 
time they occupy the samering, 
it will be as opponents, not 
partners. п 
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GRAPEVINE 


(Continued from Page 10) 


wouldn't be wrestling to my best 
capacity. By vacating the title, 1 
had something to work for again. 
You can't be a champion and a 
contender at the same time, and I 
had to make a choice between the 
two. It was a good choice, even if 1 
didn't win Flair's belt. I guess I still 
wasn't hungry enough.” 

A tournament has been set up 
and will begin soon to determine 
who the next Georgia National 
champion will be. 


David Von Erich has made a 
change that should please his fans, 
Particularly those wrestling fans 





David Von Erich has renounced the 
teachings of Dory Funk Jr. and has 
begged for the forgiveness of his family 
and friends. 


who consider themselves to be 
David's former admirers 

Von Erich has renounced the 
ways of the rulebreaker and left 
Dory Funk Jr. 

“I really became fed up with 
Funk and the way he expected to win 
his matches" David explained. 
“He thinks that everything in life 
should come easily, and he doesn't 
realize that there has got to be hard 
work toward a goal if it is going to 
mean anything." 

Dory Funk Jr. was unavailable 
for comment at press time, but has 
gone on record as saying he was 
going to “teach that young snot- 
nosed punk a lesson." 





The controversy surrounding 
the WWF tag team belts continues 
to rage. 

The Strongbow brothers, Jules 
and Jay, won the tag team title 
from Lou Albano's champio 
Mr. Fuji and Mr. Saito at Madison 
Square Garden. But after Albano 
lodged a protest and the tapes of 
the match were reviewed, it was 
determined that Mr. Fujis foot 
had been on the ropes when Jay 
Strongbow pinned him for the win. 
The title was declared vacant, and 
a televised rematch planned. 

During that televised match, a 
two-out-of-three falls confrontation, 
the first and third falls went to Fuji 
and Saito as a result of blatant use 
of salt on the part of Mr. Fuji, 

“I can't believe that the officials 
changed their minds after that 
Madison Square Garden match, 
and riow refuse to even look at the 
television tapes again,” declared 
Jay Strongbow. “We earned those 
belts, and they took them away 
from us. Then they allow Fuji and 
Saito to steal them away using salt 
just the way they did when they 
first stole the bels from Tony 
Garea and Rick Martel.” o 
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style in the ring, and that's 
what it's all about. 
I understand Tommy Rich 
was quite a campaigner for 
you as the NWA officials were 
considering various 
candidates for the award. 
A: Well, Tommy is a great 
wrestler, and a good friend of 


Q: 


A: 


What's next for Brad 
Armstrong? 

I don’t know, Bill. I guess 
T'm just going to keep on 
wrestling, keep on working to 
improve my style, add new 
moves and maneuvers to my 
repertoire, and try to become 
the best possible wrestler I 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS Managing Editor Bill Apter congratulates Brad Armstrong 


on "Georgia Championship Wrestling 
extremely proud Bob Armstrong look on. 


mine, and I'm real proud that 
he considers me to be his 
friend. I don't know how 
much those front office fellas 
can be swayed by what 
somebody says, but then 
again Tommy Rich carries aA: 
lot of weight with the fans 

and he commands a lot of 

respect from the other 

wrestlers. I really can't say 
whether or not he was a 

deciding factor in my 

receiving this award, but I'd 

like to take this chance to 

thank him publicly for 

backing me 





Q: 








as commentator Gordon Solie and an 





can. You can't get anywhere 
without hard work, and 1 
definitely have a lot of that 
ahead of me. 

Any plans to wrestle Roddy 
Piper again? 

Well, I have a lot to pay back 
that damn Piper, I owe that 
creep a few good shots, but 
Fm not planning anything 
right now. I'm just gonna play 
things by ear as far as he's 
concerned, but you better 
believe I won't let the matter 
slide. Piper will have to pay 
for what he’s done in the past. 
Someday he will pay dearly. O 
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WRESTLING'S MANAGERS 


(Continued from Page 25) 


THE GRAND WIZARD 


Skoaland. 
GARY HART: That's a good 
point. 1 think that you have to 
give some more credit to Flair, at 
least to the point of under- 
standing that this is a man you 
can never underestimate. He is 
crafty, and he's skillful, and he 
understands ring strategy quite 
a bit 

ALBANO: But he's too cocky for 
my tastes, you see, he's thinking 
that he's so smart that he 
doesn't need a manager, and | 
can tell you right now that he 





JIMMY HART 





GARY HART 


could use one, because | see 
Flair starting a downslide these 
days, and he's notas sharpas he 
used to be when he first won the 
belt. | think he'll lose the 
title soon. 


JIMMY HART: That's right, a 
manager would sharpen him up, 
it would keep him on the top of 
his skills where he should be. 
Lou is right, Flair is on a 
downslide. 


BLASSIE: So what? Backlund is 
on a downslide, and he's got 





J.J. DILLON 








if 
4 
” 
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SONNY KING 


Skoaland trying to help him out, 
so just having a manager 
doesn't mean a thing unless it's 
the right manager. 
SKOALAND: Now wait a 
second, you have the nerve to 
PETER KING: Hold it, hold it, 
let's try and keep this at a 
discussion level and not get into 
arguments. 

SKOALAND: Fine with me. All | 
want to say is that Bob Backlund 
has been champion longer than 
Ric Flair and Nick Bockwinkel 
combined. If that's not enough 
evidence of his worthiness to 
wear the belt, then nothing is. 
BLASSIE: You're right there, 
Arnold, that pencil-necked geek 
has nothing of worthiness to 
make him a champion. 

HEENAN: Nick Bockwinkel, on 
the other hand . 
HUMPERDINK: Aw, shut up, 
Bobby. You're always bragging 
too much about Nick and his so- 
called brains. Whydon't yougive 
it up already. 

SONNY KING: That's right, a 
manager's worth isn’t in words, 
it's in action. If your man is a 
champion, that should speak for 
itself. If he’s not, talk to him 
(Continued on page 58) 
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WRESTLING'S MANAGERS 


(Continued from Page 57) 





Performing a deed for which he was heavily fined, James J. Dillon pulls the referee out 
of the ring by his hair while Hussein Arab illegally abuses his opponent in the ring. 


about it, don't try and convince 
the fans. The fans don'tstep into. 
that ring and wrestle, so they, 
don't know what's involved with 
making a man a champion. 
GARY HART: Thats where 
you're right on, Sonny. All these 
fans are always trying to get 
their two cents worth in, and the 
fact of the matter is that they 
don't know what the hell they're. 
talking about 90 percent of 
the time. 

PETER KING: Now wait a 
minute, you have togive the fans 
some credit. Isn't the reason 
we're all talking today is so that 
the fans can better understand 
what you as wrestling managers 
think about wrestling's 


champions? 

ALBANO: | don't know about 
the rest of these guys, but I just 
want to hear Skoaland make a 
fool of himself. 

WIZARD: That shouldn't be too 
tough, he does it every time he 
opens his fat mouth! 

DILLON: Ah, leave the poor guy 
alone, just because he doesn't 
know how to manage a real 
wrestler 

SKOALAND: You're all so 


smug, but where are your 
champions? 

BLASSIE: Just wait, pigface, 
just wait. 

PETER KING: | think this 
discussion has served its 
purpose. a 
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AT HOME WITH TERRY FUNK 


(Continued from Page 32) 


her horse, Lightning,” Terry Terry then showed me photos 
explained. "Stacy and Lightning that prove Stacy is not the only 
do all right. They've won the prize winner in the household. 
Texas state championship in ^ "Here's some shots of Blue 


several rodeo events, and she „winning her own trophies,” said 
makes some nice money, and “Terry. “For a gal of only 10, she's 
great prizes. Her favorite is the doing just great. I'm real proud of 
$1,400 saddle she won just a both of my gals.” 

few weeks ago." 


In Terry's office there are 





Many of Terry's most valued possessions are displayed in his den. The former NWA 
champion has wrestled all over the world and won hundreds of trophies and plaques. 
“I am not boasting,” he told us, “but | need two more rooms for my awards!" 











some photos of himself with his 
brother, Dory Jr., and his late 
father, Dory Sr, but the 
wrestling memorabilia is kept to 
a minimum. 

His favorite item in the house, 
though, is kept in his office. It'sa. 
beautiful 12 gauge rifle, a 
Winchester Special Edition 
double barrel given to him by 
Sylvester Stallone. 
L “We became good friends 

while filming Paradise Alley," 
Terry explained. "He gave thisto 
me when he found out that | 
collect rifles. He's a great guy.” 

Terry then took me out to 
show me the treehouse built by 
the San Francisco 49ers' left 
quard, John Ayers. 





Terry and Stacy wave from the treehouse 
built by family friend John Ayers of the 
San Francisco 49ers. 
"John'sa good friend, too, and 
he loves the kids,” Funk said. 
“Не thought they'd really love a 
treehouse, but | wind up using it 
more than the kids dol h's a 
great escape.” 

Then Stacy came over and told 
Terry, "Let's go, Dad, it's almost 
time to go." 

What she meant was that it 
was time to wash Lightning and 
get him ready for a rodeo 
that evening. 

As Terry and Stacy readied 
Lightning for the big event, there. 
was nothing but contentment 
written in Terry's face. 

"Wrestling's great 
Terry, "but Dorothy was right. 















There's no place like home.” O 








WAREHOUSE CLEARANCE 
OF 
RARE BACK ISSUES 


Here is a once ina lifetime opportunity to complete your collections of the 
finest wrestling magazines ever published. Many of the rare back issues 
listed below have not been offered for sale in years and we can offer them 
to you now only becausea very limited number of each issue were recently 
uncovered during the move to our new warehouse. Some of the copiesare 
not in perfect condition. But all are readable and intact. АП sales are final 
and no refunds or exchanges will be 
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SPECIAL BACK ISSUE ORDER FORM 









$5 per copy 
Special Bargain Price: 
Any Five Issues For $20 
Please send me the rare back issues I have checked. I am enclosing $5.00 for EACH 
charges. 









copy Lam ordering, which includes all shipping and postage 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
env 



















STATE zm. 
BE SURE TO LIST SUBSTITUTE CHOICES 


In case you are sold out of the issues Ihäve checked, Iwill accept any of the following. 
rare back issues as substitutes. 


Substitute #1. 

















Substitute #3. 








‘Substitute #2 Substitute #4. 


For fastest delivery payment shouid be made by money order. Allow on additional 2 weeks for 
delivery when payment is made by personal check. While we willoccept cash payments, it must 
be understood that we are not responsible for cash sent through the mail Do not send coins! 
Prices effective in US. and Canada. U.S. funds oniy. 
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QUOTEBOOK 


(Continued trom Page 33) 


DORY FUNK JR.: “That sneaky 
little twerp David Von Erich has 
crap for brains. He wants to be a 
champion, but he doesn't want to 
hurt the name of the Von Erich 
family. Well, that's a pretty sad 


excuse for a family. If they can't 
take care of themselves without 
having to take so much of an 
interest in what David's doing, 
then they're lower forms of 
creatures than I thought.” ! 





DORY FUNK JR. 








PLAYBOY BUDDY ROSE: 
“Tm all set, the contracts have 
been signed, and now ljust have to 
sit back and wait. I have matches 
scheduled with the WWF 
champion, so that means that Iwill 
be able to make a laughing stock 
out of Howdy Doody when we 
meet in the ring. It's going to feel 
Sood wearing that belt around 
my waist!” 


e 
win 
JESSE VENTURA 


JESSE VENTURA: “I spent 
some time in Japan, but now I'm 
back in the AWA. I don't know if 
Tm going to be wrestling in tag 
teams again, or if I'm going to до 
for the big title. I do know that I 
have: to sharpen up my solo 
wrestling skills, and Im con- 
centrating on that right now.” O 
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